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OPPAGA: A Legislative Research Office

• OPPAGA is a joint legislative unit, 
working for both the Senate and 
the House

• OPPAGA collaborates with 
legislative leadership and 
committee staff

• OPPAGA conducts work at the 
Legislature’s direction
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The Legislature Directs Projects in Three Ways

Law (legislation or budget proviso)1

Senate or House leadership approval of member or 
committee/staff request2

Joint Legislative Auditing Committee (JLAC)3



OPPAGA Provides the Legislature Several Services
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 Gives the Legislature additional capacity to objectively assess 
programs and policies
 Maintains the ability to answer research questions across policy 

areas
 Designs methodologically complex and often original research
 Obtains data from multiple sources and conducts primary data 

collection
 Integrates and analyzes large and often confidential data sets
 Provides contract management services



OPPAGA Analysts Have Varied Backgrounds
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Wide variety of degrees and professional 
experiences
Skill sets complement other legislative staff
Hiring reflects evolving legislative demands for 

information
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Four Policy Areas Conduct Research With Support 
From a Methodology Unit
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Each Policy Area Covers Several Agencies
Cr

im
in

al
 an

d 
Ci

vil
 Ju

st
ice

•Attorney General
•Capital Collateral 

Regional Counsels
•Commission on Offender 

Review
•Correctional Medical 

Authority
•Highway Safety and 

Motor Vehicles
•Justice Administrative 

Commission
•Juvenile Justice
•Law Enforcement
•PRIDE Enterprises
•Public Defenders
•State Attorneys
•State Courts System

Ed
uc

at
io

n •Florida Board of 
Governors

•Florida College System
•K-12 Education
•Lottery
•Non-Public Institutions
•School Districts
•State Board of Education
•State University System

Go
ve

rn
m

en
t O

pe
ra

tio
ns •Agriculture and 

Consumer Services
•Business and 

Professional Regulation
•Citrus
•Commerce
•Environmental Protection
•Financial Services
•Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation
•Governor’s Office
•Management Services
•Military Affairs
•Public Service 

Commission
•Revenue 
•State
•State Board of 

Administration
•Transportation
•Water Management 

Districts

He
al

th
 a

nd
 H

um
an

 S
er

vic
es •Children and Family 

Services
•Elder Affairs
•Health
•Health Care
•Persons with Disabilities
•Veterans’ Affairs
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The Office Uses Three Primary Research Approaches



9

Analysts Use Numerous Qualitative and Quantitative 
Research Tools
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Each Project Could Include Multiple Products
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Recent Research Addressed a Wide Range of Topics

Affordable Housing • Do Florida’s cities and counties use affordable housing practices and 
policies that could be implemented statewide?

Statewide Career Articulation • How many students enroll in programs included in statewide 
articulation agreements?

Felony Theft Thresholds
• What are the felony theft thresholds in Florida and other states and how 

could Florida’s thresholds be modified?

Human Trafficking
• How many child victims of commercial sexual exploitation has DCF 

identified and what services have these children been provided?
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Per Statute, OPPAGA Conducts Recurring Reviews
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Per Statute, OPPAGA Conducts Recurring Reviews



• OPPAGA negotiates and manages consulting contracts with 
vendors conducting research for the Legislature

o Management of all aspects of the process of procuring research services, 
from negotiation to contract execution to product delivery

o Extensive contract management experience among staff, many of whom are 
Florida Certified Contract Managers

o Technical and substantive expertise to evaluate the quality and efficiency of 
proposals 

o Contract management that focuses on the quality and timeliness of work 
products to ensure that the products meet legislative needs
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OPPAGA Manages Outsourced Research
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Questions?
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F LO R I DA  LE G I SLATU R E  O F F I C E  O F  PR O G R AM  PO LI C Y  AN A LY S I S  AN D  
G O V E R N M E N T  AC C O U N TA B I L I T Y
OPPAGA supports the Florida Legislature by providing data, evaluative research, and objective analyses that assist legislative 
budget and policy deliberations.

Contact Information
(850) 717-0503
collins-gomez.kara@oppaga.fl.gov

Kara Collins-Gomez
Coordinator

mailto:collins-gomez.kara@oppaga.fl.gov
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